Main manifestations of carditis in diffuse connective tissue diseases in children.
238 children with diffuse connective tissue diseases were clinically examined with the use of echography. The presence was documented of characteristic morphofunctional changes in the heart in collagen diseases. Characteristic haemodynamic changes (predominantly contraction disturbances in systemic lupus erythematodes and dermatomyositis, and relaxation disturbances in systemic scleroderma) were identified.